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Cloud Computing
BIG DATA 01

Unsurprisingly, a huge collection of data. As a 
result of storage limitations, many companies are 
choosing to store their data in the cloud. The aim 
is to analyse and archive as much information as 
possible, to identify and exploit future trends.

PUBLIC CLOUD STORAGE 03
When a service provider makes resources, such 
as applications and storage space, available 
to the general public over the internet, free 
of charge or on a pay-per-usage model. The 
opposite of a private cloud, implemented within 
the corporate firewall, under the control of the IT 
department.

INTERNET OF THINGS (IOT)02
Interconnectedness of different devices through 
that well-known medium: the internet. By 
connecting machines, a manufacturer can 
create intelligent networks able to communicate 
and control each other with reduced human 
intervention.

VISUALISATION10
The act of creating a virtual version of something, 
including but not limited to a virtual computer 
hardware platform, operating system (OS), 
storage device or computer network resources. In 
many ways, the precursor to cloud computing in 
the automation sector. 

CLOUDBURSTING08
In the unfortunate event that you run out of 
computing resources, you can spill the excess 
workload to an external cloud on an on-demand 
basis. 

HYBRID CLOUD04
A networking environment that combines 
aspects of both public and private clouds. 

INFRASTRUCTURE AS A
SERVICE (IAAS) 07

Cloud infrastructure services deliver computer 
infrastructure. Rather than purchasing servers, 
software or network equipment, clients instead 
buy those resources as a fully outsourced service. 

PLATFORM AS A SERVICE 
(PAAS) 05

A cloud platform service, whereby the operating 
system is delivered as a service over the internet 
by a provider. Customised applications can be 
built and hosted outside of the customer’s own 
system. For example, Microsoft Azure provides a 
popular PaaS.

DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGY 09
An innovation that improves a product or service 
in unexpected ways. Cloud computing is often 
referred to as a disruptive technology because 
it has the potential to completely change the 
way IT services are procured, deployed and 
maintained. 

SOFTWARE AS A SERVICE
(SAAS)06

Cloud application services delivered over the 
internet by the provider, so that the applications 
don’t have to be purchased, installed or run on 
the customer’s computers. The service provider 
hosts the software so you don’t need to install it, 
manage it, or buy hardware for it. All you have to 
do is connect and use it. 


